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2.   SOME GENERAL MATTERS

(a)  The Emergence of Freedom.

In the early years of the seventeenth century there were, as
has been noted above, certain States in Europe in which the
peasantry as individuals were substantially free; there were
other States where there was a mixture of free and servile
conditions, and in the Ottoman Empire probably servile
conditions were uniform amongst at least the Christian
peasantry.

Thereafter came changes for better or worse, for there was
no steady continuous improvement in the personal status of the
peasant before the French Revolution. In Sweden, for example,
the peasantry, in the main a free people up to the later years of
the sixteenth century, were largely enserfed under military
lords in the seventeenth; while by the close of that century they
had again obtained a considerable measure of freedom.   In
France, as has been already indicated, the pendulum swung
backwards and forwards during the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, and complete personal freedom was not attained
until the French Revolution of 1789.   In Russia the state of
enserfment that was created in the seventeenth century was in
the main continued until the enfranchisement of 1861.   In
Germany also the enserfment, whether traditional or of that
special form which was established in the sixteenth and seven-
teenth centuries, was maintained in its chief characteristics
until the nineteenth.   In Denmark the peasants' conditions
seem to have deteriorated in the earlier years of the eighteenth
century, but were ameliorated somewhat in 1780 and complete
personal freedom seems to have followed shortly.  Further, as
the Turks were driven back from their old empire, there may
have been some improvement in the peasant status with the
disappearance of the Turkish lords, though it is more probable
that native lords merely took over from their Turkish predeces-
sors and preserved conditions very much as they found them:
in any case, there does not appear to have been any definite
widespread enfranchisement.  In Italy there was improvement